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Supreme Court Decision Removes Barrier to
Importing US Patented Drug Products at Lower
Cost

By Jane Horvath and Tnsh Riley | June 6th, 2017
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In its May 30, 2017 decision mpression Products, Inc. v Lexmark International In., the Supreme Court ruled that
patent law cannot be used to prevent the resale of products back into the United States. The Court case specifically
concerned printer toner cartridges, but it is an Important ruling In the context of the domestic policy debate
concerning prescription drug pricing
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The case addressed whether Lexmark could use patent law to prevent a ‘generic’ U.S. toner refill company from
purchasing used Lexmark cartridges, refiling them, and resefing them. The Court took on the question of whether
U.S. patent law differentiates between patent hoider rights for products sold by the manufacturer to purchasers in

the U.S. and to purchasers outside the U.S. The Court determined that patent hoider rights are not differentiated by

Rationale the location of the purchaser.
Because e foderal GOVEMMENt Nas not bean a0 10 GEE ON &N SPROACH 10 CONSITAN PESCIRtion
drug prices, states need o address the problem. Study after study show how U.S. consumers pay the
highest pricas in tha world for lifo-saving and Is-enhancing drg treatments. The pricas we pay may
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